TUMBLING   IN   THE   HAY
is considered," Barney confided in me and, what is
worse, in him.
What were we to do before the Conferring of
Degrees, before Transformation determined our
freedom ?
Barney could not send a wire just yet to his mother
announcing his success, lest it would bring that good
lady to town before or during the celebrations. Birrell
had to go home to England for a rest. He was
suffering from an attack of agamalgia contracted from
Nurse Darling, which is an example of one of those
miracles in Medicine making those give that which
they have not got. The whole of England, he said
could be regarded as an immense Sanatorium for the
cure of his disease. So familiar were the inhabitants
with its treatment that " even the nurses "... You
had not to consult a doctor at all. What was I to
do ? Obviously the first thing to do was to get some
cash. If I could find Stoddard he could have my
bicycle for the nine pounds that was always ready when-
ever I made up my mind. The next thing to do was to
go down behind the Bank to thank Jimmy for aiding and
abetting me in getting qualified. Incidentally I might
unload a few books and a microscope on that worthy
for the use of the next generation of his pupils. Then
to Golly's to reveal myself to him on the eve of the
Transition, and to ascertain what effect the little
tube of tablets, which I took care to send him before
Birrell found them, had on his way of life. Then we
might collect a few friends and include the Citizen,
for since Birrell had gone home he was not so ob-
jectionable in his admiration of Birrell.
I sold the trusty bicycle that has a grass track
record for a mile in T.C.D. to its credit. I sold it,
for it would be hardly becoming to a doctor to take
the corners on his ear at Ballsbridge before the as-
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